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Firearms License Application Instructions

Firearms Identification Card (F.I.D.) and License to Carry Firearms (L.T.C.) application requirements:

An application for an F.I.D. card or, Class A or Class B L.T.C. may be submitted to the licensing authority where the applicant resides or has a place of business.  The licensing authority shall issue an F.I.D. card to an applicant who is not statutorily disqualified.  The licensing authority may issue a Class A or Class B L.T.C. to an applicant, who is not statutorily disqualified and if it appears the applicant is a suitable person.  Applicants for a L.T.C. must demonstrate a good reason to fear injury to his or her person, or for any other reason, including the carrying of a firearm for the use in sport or target practice.  In order to satisfy and complete the application process for an F.I.D. card or either a Class A or Class B L.T.C., the following steps in the application process must be satisfied: 
1. The applicant must complete the State approved Application for New/Renewal of an F.I.D. card/License to Carry Firearms; three (3) page form, in its entirety.
2. The applicant must successfully complete a firearms safety and proficiency course conducted by an instructor who has been approved by the Colonel of the State Police when applying for a first issue license (excluding those applying for chemical propellant only licenses).  As proof of compliance with this requirement, the applicant must submit a copy of the Basic Firearms Safety Certificate demonstrating that he or she has successfully completed such a course as prescribed by Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 140, section 131P and 515 CMR 3.00.
3. The applicant must submit a State regulated, non-refundable, administrative fee of one hundred dollars ($100.00) with the completed application. $25.00 for first time F.I.D. Mace/Pepper Spray.  Payments must be made in the form of either a check or money order made payable to the Town of Dedham. The filing fee is waived for persons over 70 years of age and for those renewing a Class D (Mace/Pepper Spray) Firearms Identification Card.
4. The Dedham Police Department closely scrutinizes all applications for firearms licenses. Applications will be denied for failure to accurately and completely fill in all information. In particular, questions four (4) through fourteen (14) are critical. Please pay particular attention to question ten (10).  If you have any questions, please ask prior to submitting your signed application.
5. The applicant must provide proof of residency. The proof must show your name and physical address, such as an apartment or home lease agreement, mortgage document, or property tax record, current utility bill (electric, gas, phone, cable, water), or voter registration document.
The following steps apply only to those applicants who are applying for either a Class A or Class B L.T.C:

6. If applying for the first issuance of a L.T.C., the applicant must provide justification to demonstrate good reason to fear injury to his or her person, or for other proper purpose, including the carrying of firearms for use in sport or target practice.  
Once the applicant has satisfied the application procedures as outlined above, the applicant must schedule an appointment to complete the application process.  Appointments will be scheduled on Thursdays only.  To schedule an appointment, the applicant should call the police station (781 751-9325) any time between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday (excluding holidays) and speak with Karen Camerano. DO NOT LEAVE ANY DOCUMENTS AT THE STATION WITHOUT MAKING PRIOR ARRANGEMENTS.
At the time of the appointment, the applicant’s application will be reviewed.  Provided that all of the application materials are in proper order, and there are no outstanding issues regarding the processing of the application, the applicant’s photo and fingerprint will be sent by electronic means to the Massachusetts Firearm’s Record Bureau.
Once an application is reviewed and all background checks have been completed, the applicant will be notified via telephone that his or her firearms license is ready and may be picked up at the front desk of the police station.  Proper identification will be required when picking up a firearms license.  If an application is denied, the applicant will be notified of the reasons for denial in writing and may appeal any denial to the Dedham District Court for judicial review.
Any questions regarding the application process may be directed to Karen Camerano.   
Conditional Advisory Notice

Your license to carry a firearm is issued to you conditionally and will be suspended or revoked if your conduct at a later date suggests that you have been found to be a disqualified holder (as defined by statute) from being issued such license or from having such license renewed, or if it appears that you are no longer a “suitable person” to possess such license.

In light of the fact that your license to carry a firearm was issued for the purpose of satisfying your specific needs, it should also be understood that if any of the following situations should occur, you have a responsibility of notifying the issuing authority, if applicable:

· Your position with your company (business) or the need to carry firearms in connection with your employment (business or other purpose) has changed, if the LTC was issued for business related or occupational reasons;

· You have discontinued your employment (business or other purpose) for which your LTC was issued;

· You have been involved in an incident where you have threatened, improperly displayed or used a firearm (or other weapon) against another individual;

· You have become a defendant in a criminal case, or where you have become the subject of a police or other law enforcement investigation;

· You have become disqualified to possess a LTC because of  any of the factors that have been enumerated within the statute;

It is understood that the requirement to notify the issuing authority is in addition to any other situation or set of circumstances which would also require you to make such notification to the issuing authority.  It is further understood, that failure to comply with these requirements may be considered sufficient grounds for the issuing authority to revoke or suspend your license to carry firearms.

Listed below is a sampling of situations that will result in your LTC being revoked:

· You are drinking alcohol to excess, wearing a firearm in a bar while drinking or being found intoxicated carrying a firearm;

· You are found to be not complying with the Massachusetts laws governing the use and /or storage of firearms.  You will need to have the following information readily available in the event that a firearm you own is either lost or stolen: make, model, caliber, serial number and barrel length.

The above examples are just a few of the situations that can result in your LTC being suspended or revoked.  The department hopes to emphasize that you are expected to exercise common sense and safety when in possession of a firearm. 

Limits on the Use of Deadly Force

In accordance with the authority granted by Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 140 Section 131, the licensing authority of the Town of Dedham has determined that every applicant be familiar with the legal limits on the use of deadly force under the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  Accordingly, all such applicants are REQUIRED TO READ this memorandum and sign below certifying that they have read it.  The applicant or licensee shall be given a copy of this memorandum at no charge upon request.

1. Deadly Force By Citizen In Arresting A Felon:

The use of deadly force IS NOT justified unless (1) The arrest is for a felony and (2) the person effecting the arrest is authorized to act as a Peace Officer and (3) creates no substantial risk to innocent persons and (4) the actor reasonably believes that : (a) the crime for which the arrest is made involved conduct including the use or threatened use of deadly force; or (b) there is substantial risk that the person to be arrested will cause death or serious bodily harm if his apprehension is delayed.

2. Deadly Force In Self Defense Or Defense Of Others:

A. General Rule:

Before a person may resort to deadly force he must (1) have reasonable grounds to believe and believe that he is in imminent danger of death or serious bodily injury from which he can save himself only by using deadly force; (2) has availed himself of all proper means to avoid physical combat before resorting to the use of deadly force and (3) use no more force than is reasonably necessary in all circumstances of the case.

B. Aiding A Third Party:

A person may resort to deadly force to aid a third party when (a) a reasonable person in the actor’s position believes that it is necessary to intervene to protect the third party; (b) in the circumstances as a reasonable person would believe them to be, the third party would be justified in using deadly force to protect themselves.  The reasonableness of the belief may depend in part on the relationships between the parties.

C. In A Dwelling House:
In the prosecution of a person who is an occupant of a dwelling charged with killing or injuring one who was unlawfully in said dwelling, it shall be a defense that the occupant was in his dwelling at the time of the offense and that he acted in the reasonable belief that the person unlawfully in said dwelling was about to inflict great bodily injury or death upon said occupant or upon another person lawfully in said dwelling.  There shall be no duty on said occupant to retreat from such person .
