
Dedham Police Housebreak Tips

YOUR HOUSE

· Homes without a home-security/alarm system have a significantly higher break-in rate, so invest in an alarm system to protect your home ... and use it.

· All exterior doors should be solid-core doors with heavy-duty dead bolts installed in a sturdy frame with long screws so they can't be kicked open.

· Install locks or secondary security devices on all accessible windows so they can't be opened far enough for someone to crawl through from the outside.

· A broken window is both an open invitation and a sign to intruders that other entry points may be just as neglected. Replace or repair windows as soon as possible.

· Use curtains or blinds over any windows or doors that are easy to see into.

· A peephole allows you to see who is at your door without having to open it and without them looking into your home.

· When you move into a house or apartment, have the locks re-keyed. There's no telling who the previous residents may have given a spare key to, or whether they kept one themselves.

· Keep expensive equipment and items away from your windows.

· To avoid being locked out of your house, secure a spare key in a combination or key lockbox on your property, or leave one with a trusted neighbor.

· Get your driver's license number (NOT your Social Security number) engraved on any expensive electronic equipment. Doing so can not only assist in their return, but can actually dissuade theft: Marked property is difficult to sell or pawn.

YOUR GARAGE
· Treat any door to your garage like an external door, which means making sure it has a good dead bolt on it.

· Make sure garage lights can be turned on from inside the house so you never have to walk into a dark garage.

· Change your garage-door opener code. New openers come with factory-set codes that are meant to be changed, but many people neglect to do so. Burglars will scour neighborhoods with common brands of remote openers, looking for garage doors that will open.

YOUR YARD
· Keep ladders, garbage cans, building supplies and tools locked up out of view so you don't provide an intruder with the means to break into your home.

· Put big, bold numbers on your mailbox so your home can easily be identified in case of an emergency.

· Don't hide a spare key near your front door; burglars know all the hiding places. Leave a spare key with a trusted neighbor instead.

· Placing alarm-company signs or neighborhood-watch decals on your property tells burglars to steer clear of your home.
· Trim shrubs and trees so they do not provide hiding places for an intruder. Remove tree limbs that could allow someone to climb to an upper-story window or balcony.

· Keep all points of entry to your home well-lit. Consider installing motion-sensor lights on the rear and sides of your home.

· Having photos, videos and serial numbers of your valuables can be extremely helpful in identifying your stolen goods.

· Use a bolted-down safe or a heavy-duty filing cabinet with a lock that cannot be carried out of the house to store important documents, information and valuables. It's a simple investment that will protect vital possessions.

· Leaving empty boxes from your new computer, DVD player or TV on the curb for trash pickup advertises that you have things worth stealing in your home. Break boxes down or cut them up to conceal what they contained.

· Be sure to lock your bikes and four-wheelers to a bolted-down surface.

YOUR VACATION 

· Set lights on timers or light sensors to turn on and off in the evening. A TV or radio can also be set on a timer to add to the illusion that someone is at home. 

· Suspend newspaper delivery so papers do not pile up in front of your house. 

· If you have a separate mailbox, rather than a mail slot, put your mail on hold. 

· Ask a neighbor to keep an eye on your house and pick up any mail, fliers, newspapers, packages, etc., left outside, and shovel your walkways if it snows. 

· Leave a car in your driveway, or ask a neighbor to park there. 
· Don't record a new message on your home answering machine indicating where you are or how long you'll be away. You'll be issuing an open invitation for someone to rob your house. 

· Leave shades, curtains and blinds in their normal positions. Covered windows during the daytime indicate an empty house. 

MISCELLANEOUS TIPS
· Getting to know your neighbors will help them to immediately alert you of any suspicious behavior on your property. Notifying them when you're going away and how you can be contacted in case of emergency will allow you to be aware of a crisis as soon as it occurs.

· Be careful to whom you disclose personal information. Don't discuss vacation plans or expensive hobbies in public places — you never know who's listening!

· If you come home and something looks questionable — a slit screen, a broken window, an open door — don't go inside! Call the police from your neighbor's or from your cell phone.

· Burglars often target the elderly, so be friendly and keep an eye out for local retirees. 

· When living with multiple people, make sure everyone understands the importance of security. But don't rely on others; keep your private possessions locked away. 
